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Bluetongue has hit Pembrokeshire

BTV-3 has been confirmed in the county and looks to be spreading quickly.  Vaccination remains
the best way to reduce risk to your flock or herd, despite a 3 week lag time from vaccination to
achieving optimal immunity.  Vaccine supply has, as many of you are aware, been problematic. We
are working hard to secure supply as soon as it becomes available

If you suspect Bluetongue in your stock: call us!  BTV remains notifiable, but there are no
restrictions placed on your premises.    It does not affect humans. Treatment of affected animals is
limited as it is a virus.  Hydration is important as disease affects the kidneys.  Anti-inflammatories
are also recommended - get in touch to discuss appropriate doses
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CCN (Cerebrocortical Necrosis)

A non-infectious neurological disease, caused by
Thiamine (vitamin B1) deficiency.

Ruminants normally produce thiamine in their
rumens. However, low fibre, high concentrate diets
disrupt this process. Another risk factor is plants
containing thiaminase eg. Bracken,  as these can
also alter normal absorption of thiamine resulting in
disease.

Lack of forage this season is causing low fibre
intakes and hedge row eating, making CCN more of
a concern

Typical Presentation
Symptoms include dullness, head pressing,
blindness, eye twitching and star gazing.
These can progress rapidly to recumbency,
paddling, coma and death

Key takeaways
• Provide a high fibre diet to maintain good rumen
health
• Early diagnosis is essential for improving
treatment outcome
• If you suspect a case, call us!

Thanks for coming to see us at the shows!
We had a great time chewing the fat with the best

farmers in Pembrokeshire!  We are proud to be part of
the farming community and to provide independent
veterinary services whenever you need us.  See you at

the stand next year...
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