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Welcome to the second
installment of the new
newsletter. We hope that you
are enjoying the weather and
can take b5minutes out of a
hectic start to the spring to read
the latest news from the
practice.

This edition focuses on Mastitis
and Housing. If you have any
suggestions for topics in future
editions please let us know.

MASTITIS

At Fenton we provide a bacteriology
service for mastitis cases. Knowing the
type of mastitis prevalent on farm can
help manage cell counts and clinical
cases in various ways;
Specific protocols can be prioritised
in the milking routine (eg. pre-
dipping if there is a high incidence
of e-coli).
Treatment regimes may be altered
(eg. Mamyzin injection in a herd
with a Strep. uberis problem).
Bacteriology provides more
information to choose which dry cow
therapy is most appropriate (eg. a
longer acting tube such as Orbenin
Extra for herds which have high
levels of Staph aureus).

With knowledge of the most common
bacteria that cause mastitis, should the
cell count or number of clinical cases
rise, specific steps can be implemented
straight away rather than waiting for
laboratory work.

Samples can be submitted as a matter
of routine. They can be for clinical
cases and for high cell count cows.
Four or five samples every 3 months
should provide a good picture of the
main mastitis problems.
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HOW TO TAKE MILK SAMPLES

It is vital that milk samples are taken
correctly, the slightest bit of
contamination usually makes the
sample useless.

1)

2)

3)

4)
5)
6)

7
8)

9)

Select your cow . If this is for routine
sampling remember that you want to
take a sample from a cow that is
likely to represent the rest of the
herd. Sampling a chronically infected
cow which should have been culled
years ago usually has limited use for
the rest of the herd. Please contact
us at the surgery if you need advice.
Select your quarter. Use Individual
guarter cell count testing or more
easily, a California Milk Test (kits
available from the Practice).

Use a sterile milk sample pot
(available from the practice) — not
one containing preservative. (Wear
gloves.)

Wash and dry the teat.

Swab the teat end with spirit

Discard the first 5 squirts  of milk
(this flushes harmless bacteria which
live in the teat, so they do not affect
the growth of the bacteria which are
causing the mastitis)

Holding the pot at 45 degrees and fill
it quarter full with milk.

Label the pot (farm, cow, quarter,
date)

Refrigerate (up to 24 hours) or
freeze before bringing to the practice
(Samples received on Mon — Wed
will have the quickest turn around
time.
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HOUSING CATTLE

Now that the summer is finally here,
the sheds are empty and you may be
thinking of upgrading or improving the
housing for next winter. The type and
condition of the housing plays a large
role in the health of your cattle, from
calf pneumonia through to lameness
and mastitis. Often simple changes
can make a big difference to cattle
health.

Warning Signs
There are a number of key indicators
which suggest less than ideal housing:

Strong smells of ammonia

Cobwebs hanging from the roof or

walls

Drip marks down the purlins

Rusting sheet metal on roofs

Where cubicles are concerned

look for:

Cows standing half way on the

beds

Cows lying out

Dirty beds

Don't forget to look at the cattle:

Swollen hocks

Rubbing on the withers or neck

Dung on cows

Dirty, staring coat condition
I
What to do
If you recognise some of these signs
then we can help you to try and find
some solutions. Good ventilation is
essential for healthy cattle. A simple
way to see the airflow in the building is
to use a smoke test. The smoke from
a small fire in a wheelbarrow
demonstrates the build up of
pneumonia causing pathogens and the
flow of air through the shed. All of our
houses have chimneys so that when
we light a fire the smoke is drawn up
and out of the house. This should be
the case in calf and cattle housing too;
warm, humid and contaminated air
should be drawn up through the roof
vents. All too often roof cowls and
shallow pitched roofs prevent this. The
aim is to provide a draught free shelter
with good airflow above the cattle.
Cattle less than 3months old are
particularly susceptible to pneumonia.

Try to avoid mixing calves with older
animals. Highly variable temperatures
and high levels of humidity (above75%)
are major risk factors. Metal roofs
provide little insulation and trap damp air
and are so are particularly bad for calf
health.

Cubicles may seem set in stone however
there are changes that can be made to
make cows more comfortable. Rope and
twister bars allow for space sharing
giving extra width in narrow cubicles.
Brisket boards can help to stop cows
going on too far whilst still giving them
enough lunging room to get up
comfortably.

Get advice

There are many more easy and
inexpensive solutions that can help to
improve existing housing. If you are
planning a new build it is also worth
checking around for similar housing to
check that it is right for your system. Now
IS the time to start thinking about the
changes you can make to have a
healthier winter.

FARM LINE

Don't forget that the direct line to the
farm receptionists is:

01437 762511




